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Every gift we give is a response to God’s greater gen-

erosity and love. We give to others because God has 

already given so much to us. By doing so, we find 

the true source of abundant life and the key to living 

generously.

Are you living generously as a Christian? This guide 

offers thoughtful questions, prayers and passages 

from the Scriptures to help you answer that ques-

tion. Take a moment to reflect on how you might 

support God’s wider work at Christ Church Cran-

brook and in the world we serve. May God bless 

you as you look for new ways to go with the grain of 

God’s love. 



 Why give to God first?

What is God calling us to do? Join the fun and answer the questions 
for yourself:

• Who taught you about generosity?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

• Other than your family, what is the greatest gift you have ever 
received? ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

• Why do you give back?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

• Start and complete this sentence, “I’m thankful for Christ Church 
Cranbrook because …”
 _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Scripture and prayers

O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of 
every living creature: Make us always thankful for your loving prov-
idence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we must 
one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. – BCP, p. 259

Almighty and gracious Father, we give thee thanks for the fruits 
of the earth in their season and for the labors of those who har-
vest them. Make us, we beseech thee, faithful stewards of thy great 
bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who 
are in need, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. – BCP, p. 194

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready 
to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that 
really is life. – 1 Timothy 6: 18-19

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap spar-
ingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluc-
tantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you may share abun-
dantly in every good work. – 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
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Generosity and your life

 "You may say to yourself, 'My power and the strength of my hands have 
produced this wealth for me.' But remember the Lord your God, for it is he 
who gives you the ability to produce wealth..." -Deuteronomy 8: I7-I8

God has given us all talents. And he is thrilled for us to use them. There 
is nothing wrong with enjoying the fruits of your hard labor for yourself 
and your family. But we have all been gifted incredible abundance. Which 
leads us to this fact - money is a tough issue to talk about in Church. 
But it is a huge part of our relationship with, and commitment to, Jesus 
Christ. We hope these guilt-free questions help you explore your daily 
interactions with God and money. Use the following questions to start a 
conversation with your spouse, children, friends and God.
 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” - Matthew 6:21

 Jesus said it best - our money and our love go together. Does this mean 
we need only look at our bank statement to see what we live for? Does 
your check book reflect your beliefs? Think of ten big purchases that you 
have made in the past year. Now mentally label them "provided by and 
belonging to God." How does this change your approach to using God's 
gifts?

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body; what you will  wear.   Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes?"-Manhew 6: 25

Jesus said that worrying about money and the future indicated a lack of 
trust in God. What do you worry about in your life? How can you learn to 
share what you have today without worrying about needing more tomor-
row? Do you proceed through life knowing God has your back?

"Keep your lives from the love of money and be content with what you have, 
because God has said, 'Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 
-Hebrews I3:5

"But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into 
the world , and we can take nothing out of it." -I Timothy 6:6-7

Every day, we see hundreds, if not thousands, of advertisements, each try-
ing to convince us that what we have is not enough. We need something 
new, better, faster. Desire becomes hope, which leads to wants, and wants 
become needs. Pay attention to and identify five ads today ... what type of 
salvation do they offer (security, prestige, comfort)? Do any of them sell 
hope, grace or forgiveness?
 

"But who am I, and who are my people that we should be able to give as 
generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only 
what comes from my your land” -I Chronicles 9:14
 
Our talents, our upbringing, our education - it all comes from God. He 
loves us and gives us what we need to spread his grace even further. What 
else have you received from God? How is your life different because of His 
gifts? Can you think back to a challenging time and thank God for the gift 
of clarity that came from the situation?
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The deeper journey

Financial generosity is a spiritual exercise. 
Where are you on your path?

Everyone finds themselves in stages – we all go through periods of 
challenge and abundance. A first-time giver can decide to make a 
sacrificial gift. Out of habit and not prayer, a long-time parishioner 
may give the same amount year after year. The key to finan-
cial generosity is to be thoughtful and prayerful as you walk 
along your own journey.

First-time giver 
I have prayed about my commitment to Christ Church 
Cranbrook , and I’m moved to make a year-long financial 
pledge in writing.

Consistent giver 
Christ Church Cranbrook is an important part of my life, 
and making a pledge promotes my spiritual growth. I am 
committed to the growth of Christ Church Cranbrook.

Sacrificial giver 
I pray about my generosity journey (it’s not just a reflex), 
and I stretch to make an impactful financial commitment to 
Christ Church Cranbrook, my spiritual home.

Visionary (tithe and beyond)
I give 10% or more of my income to Christ Church as an 
important part of living into my spiritual principles.  
Giving monetarily to the future of Christ Church  
Cranbrook’s  ministry and mission is a vital part of my  
calling as a Christian.

Weekly Giving as a Percentage of Income
Income 
(Yearly)

Income 
(Weekly) 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9% 10%

$60,000 $1,154 $12 $23 $35 $46 $58 $69 $81 $92 $104 $115

$75,000 $1,442 $14 $29 $43 $58 $72 $87 $101 $115 $130 $144

$100,000 $1,923 $19 $38 $58 $77 $96 $115 $135 $154 $173 $192

$125,000 $2,404 $24 $48 $72 $96 $120 $144 $168 $192 $216 $240

$150,000 $2,885 $29 $58 $87 $115 $144 $173 $202 $231 $260 $288

$175,000 $3,365 $34 $67 $101 $135 $168 $202 $236 $269 $303 $337

$200,000 $3,846 $38 $77 $115 $154 $192 $231 $269 $308 $346 $385

$225,000 $4,327 $43 $87 $130 $173 $216 $260 $303 $346 $389 $433

$250,000 $4,808 $48 $96 $144 $192 $240 $288 $337 $385 $433 $481

$300,000 $5,769 $58 $115 $173 $231 $288 $346 $404 $462 $519 $577

$400,000 $7,692 $77 $154 $231 $308 $385 $462 $538 $615 $692 $769

$500,000 $9,615 $96 $192 $288 $385 $481 $577 $673 $769 $865 $962

$750,000 $14,423 $144 $288 $433 $577 $721 $865 $1,010 $1,154 $1,298 $1,442

$1,000,000 $19,231 $192 $385 $577 $769 $962 $1,154 $1,346 $1,538 $1,731 $1,923
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L ive Generously

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”  – Proverbs 29:18

Generosity means living for God and others, not just for ourselves. 
Stewardship is just one part of a lifestyle of generosity.  But it is an 
important part for our parish, as we answer God’s call to be his hands 
and feet on this earth. Imagine what we could do collectively with 
more money, more people, in Detroit and Pontiac, in the world? Join 
us and experience the thrill of giving.

4



$1,323,000
63%

$148,000
7%

$210,585
10%

$417,200
20%

Christ Church Cranbrook
2017 Budgeted Income

$2,098,785
Revised March 31, 2017

Pledge Contributions

Other Contributions

Other Receipts

Transfer from Trusts

What are the sources of our income?
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$1,323,000
63%

$148,000
7%

$210,585
10%

$417,200
20%

Christ Church Cranbrook
2017 Budgeted Income

$2,098,785
Revised March 31, 2017

Pledge Contributions

Other Contributions

Other Receipts

Transfer from Trusts

Prior year giving, loose plate offerings, unpledged gifts, etc.

Cell tower income, building use fees, holiday offerings, etc.



How do we use our resources to 
• Meet Jesus,
• Serve Others
• Find Joy and
• Share Beauty?
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$610,966
29%

$83,543
4%

$188,121
9%

$271,767
13%

$27,200
1%

$379,305
18%

$560,883
26%

Christ Church Cranbrook
2017 Budgeted Expenses

$2,121,785
$23,000 Operating Deficit

as of March 31, 2017

Worship

Pastoral Care

Christian Education

Mission & Outreach

CCC Community Life

Maintenance

Administrative



Your commitment in response to God’s blessings makes our wor-
ship, community life, and outreach possible. We hope these “fre-
quently asked questions” will be helpful to you as you consider your 
pledge.

What is a pledge?
A pledge is your commitment to make a financial gift that supports 
the mission of Christ Church Cranbrook (CCC). Pledging is a 
response to God’s abundance in our lives. It is both a statement of 
thanksgiving and a commitment to give to others as God gives to 
us.

Why do we need annual pledges?
Your pledge supports everything we do — from paying the salaries 
of our clergy to supporting our outreach ministries, our pastoral 
care, our worship, our education programs, and our music. In order 
to know what we can do each year, we need pledge commitments to 
develop an annual budget.

Don’t the contributions made in the weekly 
offering cover our expenses?
Weekly non-pledge offerings amount to 1% of our annual revenue. 

The single most important source of funding for our ministries 
comes from the pledges made during our annual stewardship cam-
paign, which provide 63% of the church’s income. The draw from 
our endowment provides an additional 20% of budgeted income. 
The remaining 17% comes from other contributions made through-
out the year.

Can’t we just rely on our endowment?
We do have an endowment generously left to us by previous gener-
ations of CCC parishioners. It would quickly disappear, however, if 
we relied on it as our primary source of parish support.

How much should I pledge?
At CCC, every pledge, no matter what amount, makes a valued 
contribution to our mission and ministry. We ask each parishioner 
to prayerfully consider making a pledge that is both responsible and 
significant based on their financial situation.
Our standard of giving should reflect our standard of living. A tithe 
(10% of your income) has long been held as the standard of Chris-
tian giving. For most it is a goal to be reached through incremental 
increases each year. To calculate your pledge or tithe, the following 
chart may help:

Christ Church Cranbrook
Pledging FAQs
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Annual Gross Income      2%       4%         6%       8%      10%                  12%
 
           $10,000         $200     $400        $600      $800   $1,000   $1,200
           $20,000      $400     $800    $1,200   $1,600   $2,000   $2,400 
           $30,000      $600  $1,200     $1,800   $2,400   $3,000   $3,600
           $40,000       $800  $1,600    $2,400   $3,200   $4,000   $4,800
           $50,000   $1,000  $2,000    $3,000   $4,000    $5,000   $6,000
           $75,000   $1,500  $3,000    $4,500   $6,000   $7,500   $9,000
         $100,000   $2,000  $4,000    $6,000   $8,000 $10,000 $12,000
         $150,000   $3,000  $6,000     $9,000 $12,000 $15,000 $18,000
         $200,000   $4,000  $8,000  $12,000 $16,000 $20,000 $24,000

When and how should I pledge?
Pledges are welcome throughout the year, but we would prefer to 
receive them before December 1 so we can plan for next year. You 
can make a pledge online (by credit card or electronic transfer), by 
bringing pledge card to church, by mailing it in, or by contacting a 
clergy person or member of the Stewardship Committee.

Do I have to pay when I pledge? Can I pay in 
installments?
A pledge is a promise to pay. You may fulfill your pledge with as 
many or few payments as you wish. Pledges are to be fulfilled on a 
calendar year basis, beginning January 1.

Can I pay by a gift of stock, a donor- 
designated fund, or through other means?
We welcome all kinds of pledge payments. You may pay by a gift of 
stock or financial securities, or through a donor-designated fund. To 
find out how, contact the Director of Finance and Administration, 
Gina Morgan at 248-644-5210.

What happens if I can’t give as much as I 
pledged?
While it’s a commitment to your church and your fellow parish-
ioners, God’s grace abounds. If your circumstances change, let the 
church know that you need to change your pledge. If you receive 
unexpected additional income, you are always welcome to increase 
your pledge.

Who knows how much I pledge?
We hold all pledge amounts in the strictest confidence. Thank you 
for all you do to support the mission and ministry of CCC. For 
more information, please contact our Stewardship Chair, Tom Post 
at 248.225.7591, tpost@divport.com or  Gina Morgan, our Direc-
tor of Finance and Administration, at 248.644.5210, ext. 11, or at  
gmorgan@christchurchrcranbrook.org, or any of the CCC clergy 
team.
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As you can tell from this study guide, stewardship at Christ Church 
Cranbrook will play an integral part in celebrating generosity this year. 
We hope the growing ministry and education around generosity will 
make stewardship at our parish feel deeper and more meaningful, as we 
focus on God's calling for us to be generous in every part of our lives.  

Leading up to Celebration Sunday, November 5, we ask every parish-
ioner to take time to pray about their commitment to God and to Christ 
Church Cranbrook in 2017-2018, and to be generous with the gifts God 
has entrusted to each of us.

We invite you to take the next step

Celebration 
Sunday,

November 5
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A Prayer for Generosity

Gracious God,

We know that the only way to truly receive some-
thing is to give it away. Give us grace to give as you 
have given to us, so that your blessings overflow in 
our lives and in our world. Help us to know the joy 
that is doubled when it is shared and the freedom 
that comes when we give without expecting return. 
Teach us to share with others the abundant life you 
have shared with us. All this we ask through the 
infinite love of Your Son, Jesus Christ and by the 
unlimited power of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen.
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For more information please contact
Tom Post

 Stewardship Chair
tpost@divport.com

or

Gina Morgan
Director of Finance and Administration
gmorgan@christchurchcranbrook.org

 Christ Church Cranbrook
248-644-5210

470 Church Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

www.christchurchcranbrook.org


