
Led by Anthony White, the Detroit 
Youth Choir (DYC) offers youth in Metro 
Detroit a world-class performing arts 
experience that develops their creative 
skills and talents through musical 
education, dance and the theatrical 
arts. In 2019, the DYC were first 
runners-up in the popular television 
show, America’s Got Talent. DYCs 
unbelievable performances, which 
blend the genres of gospel, hip hop 
and choral music, electrified viewers 
across the nation. They are a reminder 
of the vibrancy and resiliency of our 
wonderful city.

God has called us to be a community known for four activities: meeting Jesus, finding Joy, sharing 
Beauty, and serving Others. We live into that calling by lifting up and listening to people who do these 
things well. This year, one Sunday evening a month, we invite prophets, poets and preachers to share 
what these four activities mean to them, so that we can grow in our understanding of what they mean 
to us. Tonight, we have two examples of people who do just that: Nadia Bolz-Weber and the Detroit 
Youth Choir.

It is my profound hope that you will find tonight’s presentation uplifting. In an age of polarization and 
distrust, we are a faithful, inclusive, dynamic and growing church that welcomes any and all people to 
be transformed and healed by the Gospel we preach and share with one another. Please know that we 
are blessed to have you with us tonight, and we hope you come back and get to know us.

– Father Bill Danaher, Rector

TO CHRIST CHURCH CRANBROOK



AN ORDER FOR EVENING FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words

  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not dark to you, 
O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.    Psalm 139: 10-11

Let us pray.

Loving and merciful God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of the 
evening light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so 
you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O Gracious Light   
O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

A reading from the Gospel according to John  
Jesus cried aloud: “I have come as light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not 
remain in the darkness. I do not judge anyone who hears my words and does not keep them, for I came not 
to judge the world, but to save the world. … I have not spoken on my own, but the Father who sent me has 
himself given me a commandment about what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is 
eternal life. What I speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has told me.”
John 12: 45-47, 49-50

  The Word of the Lord
People  Thanks be to God.

Let us pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,
         thy kingdom come,
         thy will be done,
                  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
         as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,
         but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
         for ever and ever. Amen.



Concluding Collect and Benediction
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 
those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity 
the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

O God, you have shown us tonight through music and dance the signs of your presence: Send us your spirit of 
love, that in our love of one another your abounding grace may increase among us and we may together do 
your work in the world; through Jesus Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

  Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Nadia Bolz-Weber first hit the New York 
Times Bestselling Nonfiction list with her 2013 

memoir—the bitingly honest and inspiring Pastrix: 
The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & 

Saint followed by the critically acclaimed New 
York Times bestseller Accidental Saints in 2015. A 

former stand-up comic and a recovering alcoholic, 
Bolz-Weber is the founder and former pastor of 

a Lutheran congregation in Denver, House for 
All Sinners and Saints. Her most recent book, 

Shameless (2019), releases the Christian message 
from the fetters of shame that has kept the Gospel 

chained for too long.

D.S. MARTIN
Apr. 5 | Poet
Poet-in-residence at McMaster Divinity 
College in Hamilton, Ontario

CHRISTIAN WIMAN
May 3 | Poet
Poet, author, and professor at Yale 
Divinty School

THE RT. REV. BONNIE PERRY
Apr. 12 | Preacher
Eleventh Bishop of  the Episcopal 
Diocese of  Michigan

Sundays at 5 PM



April 12April 12
Easter Egg Dash: 10:30 AMEaster Egg Dash: 10:30 AM  on theon the  Front LawnFront Lawn
Festal Holy Eucharist:Festal Holy Eucharist:  9 & 11:15 AM9 & 11:15 AM
Services with full choir and brass accompanimentsServices with full choir and brass accompaniments
Nursery care available for children under the age 3Nursery care available for children under the age 3

Despite increasing religious and societal acceptance, 
1 in 4 LGBTQ+ youth are kicked out of their homes 
after coming out to their families. If you or someone 
you know open an empty bedroom for 3–6 months, 
you can help change a life!

More info, Fr. Chris Harris: 
charris@christchurchcranbrook.org

April 25 | 9 AM –1 PM
Celebrate Earth Day with fellow parishioners by 
planting at a beautiful Urban Farm near Eastern 
Market. Then, relax and enjoy lunch from a local deli. 
A fun way to celebrate the gift of the earth.

More info & Register: rsvpccc.org/earthday2020


